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Adelante is a publication of Liberation Road, a na-
tionwide revolutionary political organization working to
achieve a socialist United States. We are multinational, 
multiracial, and multigenerational, organizing around 
issues that affect the lives of working and oppresse
people.

One of our principal goals is to build unity among 
like-minded socialist organizations and individuals 
so that we can more effectively face the current challenge
from the racist right-wing and neo-fascist social move-
ment led by Donald Trump. We need strong unity as we 
work for governing power in a Third Reconstruction that 
will open a path to a fundamental transformation of our 
society.

Unfortunately, our Block, Broaden, and Build cam-
paign was not strong enough to prevent Trump’s narrow 
victory. We did build our core and made broad allies, but 
not enough to win. Kamala Harris did reasonably well, 
given the short campaign. But she could have done better 
on Gaza and deportations.

We live in a country where economic and political 
control of our lives resides with a capitalist ruling class 
headed by a small handful of multi-billionaires, nearly 
all of whom are white men. This tiny cabal has massive 
influence over who gets elected to ffice, who gets t
vote, whether women have control over their own bodies, 
whether people of color can be massively incarcerated 
or even gunned down with impunity by the police, and 
whether U.S. workers will have the power to use the 
tremendous wealth they have created in the democratic 
interest of all.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. correctly characterized 
U.S. capitalist society in his 1968 speech at Riverside 
Church as the “greatest purveyor of violence in the world 
today.” Even now, the United States has over  1,000 
military bases abroad, causing violence, death, and de-
struction in the Middle East and Africa while supporting 
Israel’s genocidal war against Palestinians in Gaza.

The U.S. ruling elite continues to expand the trillion-
dollar military budget. This ongoing waste occurs even 
as millions of our people go hungry, lack housing, and 
suffer from poor schools and hospitals. All these and 
other necessary social services remain horrendously 
underfunded while our economy maintains an addiction 
to fossil fuels, threatening the existence of all life on our 
planet.

Liberation Road firmly believes that none of this is
inevitable or without an alternative. We are working 
to achieve a socialist society — one based on three basic 
principles: genuine democracy; true equality for all races 
and nationalities, genders, and abilities; and an economy 
based on people’s needs, not profit, with control of that
economy in the hands of working people and their allies. 
We believe that to achieve socialism, we must build 
the broadest possible unity, which must also be interna-
tionalist and support all peoples and nations who desire 
genuine independence and sovereignty.

We must center the fight against racism and national 
oppression as the best path to unite our multiracial 
working class and to develop the one alliance that can de-
feat our capitalist oppressors — that of the working-class 
movement and the liberation movements of oppressed 

“ We are multiracial and multigenerational, 
organizing around issues that affect the lives of 
working and oppressed people.

“
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people of color. That is why Liberation 
Road stands in solidarity with the newly 
elected government in Mexico. It’s why 
we initiated the Mexico Solidarity 
Project (MSP) to build unity between 
the vibrant social movements in Mexico 
and our struggles here in the U.S. Mex-
ico and the U.S. share a nearly 2,000-
mile border. We also share a tortured 
history dating back to the 1840s when 
the U.S. annexed roughly half of Mex-
ico’s territory and began the systematic 
oppression of its conquered Indigenous 
and Mexican residents.

Over the past 150+ years, the U.S. 
has continued to plunder Mexico’s 
resources and superexploit its labor 
in Mexico itself and in the sweatshops 
of our nation. Mexico is now in an 
exciting period with a newly elected 
female president, Claudia Sheinbaum. 
She heads the Morena Party, which 
former president Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador founded. Morena is working 
for what they call “the Fourth 
Transformation,” a comprehensive 
social and economic change project. We 
believe that if we can defeat the GOP’s 
anti-immigrant and deportation plans, 
we will help to build strong ties across 
our borders, provide critical support for 
the Mexican people, and gain an 
essential ally in our effort to transform 
our society.

Towards that end, we must say: ¡Sí se 
puede!

undemocratic actions. And indeed, on September 8, 2025, 
the U.S. Supreme Court, using its shadow docket, sided 
with the administration and effectively allowed ICE to 
contin-ue racial profiling, signaling its willingness to 
legitimize unconstitutional attacks on immigrant 
communities.

Trump has also issued an executive order that would 
overturn the constitutional right to birthright citizenship – 
a right that grants anyone born to immigrants in this 
country to U.S. citizenship, and a right that U.S. courts 
have consistently upheld. The administration has also  
revoked temporary protected status, or TPS, for hundreds 
of thousands of Haitians, Venezuelans, and other 

refugees fleeing violence or natural disaster. These 
refugees are now subject to deportation, for many, 
back to a home-land convulsed with chaos and 
violence.

Clearly, Trump and MAGA, as they promised in 
Project 2025, are setting out to destroy any vestiges 
of democracy that can potentially challenge their 
broader objective of establishing white minority 
rule. The goal is an apartheid Christian nationalist 
ethnostate that will allow the billionaire class to 
openly rule the U.S. as befits their interests of   
never-ending profits.

Immigrant 
Defense is the 
Frontline of the 
Fight for 
Democracy

3

By Bill Gallegos

The fascist tide in the U.S. has become a tsunami. On 
August 12, 2025, President Donald Trump sent the Na-
tional Guard into Washington, DC, the nation’s capital, 
under the usual racist pretext of “law and order.” He had 
previously sent the U.S. military into Los Angeles to sup-
port his horrendous ethnic cleansing campaign, aimed at 
forcibly deporting millions of undocumented immigrants. 
Still, Trump’s raids also detained many legal immigrants 
and even U.S. citizens who happened to be present. ICE, 
short for Immigration and Customs Enforcement, has been 
raiding workplaces, courthouses, parks, and public schools 
across the country, and detaining thousands of people.

A U.S. federal appeals court ruled on July 11, 2025, that 
ICE had to stop conducting its indiscriminate raids, which 
were based on racial profiling. The MAGA administration 
had the nerve to assert that people with Brown skin who 
might speak with an accent gave them legal cause to 
assume they are undocumented immigrants. In recent 
weeks, ICE has resumed its raids in Los Angeles, defying 
a court order. It seemed a test by the administration as to 
whether the courts can restrain their unconstitutional and 

2

Photo: ICE protest in Chicago.  By Paul Goyette.
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To carry out his effort to destroy the remaining shreds of 
U.S. democracy, Trump has:

● Promised to send the National Guard into other cities
with large Black and Brown populations and where Dem-
ocrats are the governing majority – Chicago, San Francis-
co, New York, Baltimore, and other urban centers.
● Compelled the Republican-controlled Congress to pass
a bill that allocates more than $150 billion to the Border
Patrol and ICE, now the largest domestic military force in
the country. This was accompanied by new tax breaks for
billionaires and drastic cuts in funding for Medicaid, pub-
lic education, and environmental and climate protections.
● Begun to establish a network of concentration camps
throughout the U.S. to house immigrants and potentially
any opponents of the Trump regime.
● Ordered Texas Governor Greg Abbott to gerrymander
Congressional districts with large numbers of Black and
Latino voters. The immediate aim is to create five new
Republican seats. Trump and MAGA rightfully fear that
the Republicans will lose their majority in Congress and
possibly even the Senate in the 2026 midterm elections.
They want to stack the decks against this potential out-
come. And just in case, they are “cleansing” voter rolls in
several states to eliminate millions of potentially Demo-
cratic voters.

● Fired or pushed out hundreds of thousands of
federal employees, and voided the union contract
with several federal employee unions representing
four out of five federal workers. Federal jobs have
been a major area of employment for Black and
Latino communities. Trump and MAGA also fear that
federal workers could resist (in very creative on-the-
job ways) the dismantling of environmental and
climate regulation, workers’ rights, consumer protec-
tions, etc. The attack on federal workers is the new
PATCO – the beginning of an all-out effort to destroy
U.S. unions.

The storm troopers are in our streets – 
What can we do?

ICE and the Border Patrol are the MAGA storm troop-
ers, playing the same role that the Nazi SS did for 
Hitler: to terrorize a vulnerable minority and their 
communities, and then crush all opposition by force or 
the threat of force. With GOP majorities, Trump and 
MAGA have a compliant Congress and Senate, and a 
stacked U.S. Supreme Court. The Roberts Court has 
already ruled, on very thin grounds, that U.S. presi-
dents have total executive authority to pretty much do 
whatever they want.

Clearly, we are on the road to fascism, folks. We can give 
it other names, such as authoritarianism or despotism, but 
finally, it means the destruction of democracy wrapped in 
a brutal racist cloak.

Let’s also be clear that Trump and MAGA are not in-
vincible. We can defeat the MAGA Neo-Confederates 
if we block their assaults, broaden the pro-democracy 
anti-fascist united front, and build a more substantive 
and equitable democracy that embodies the concept of 
“people before profits.”

 BLOCK: Donald Trump launched his ethnic cleansing 
campaign in California, mainly in Los Angeles which has 
the largest immigrant community in the country. Masked 
and heavily armed ICE agents, accompanied by armored 
vehicles and helicopters, stormed into agricultural fields, 
workplaces, schools, parks, and even courthouses where 
immigrants were seeking to secure legal documentation. 
ICE agents even assaulted U.S. Senator Alex Padilla 
when he attempted to ask questions of a government 
official about the raids, and followed up that attack by 
assaulting labor leader David Huerta, president of the 
Service Employees International Union-United Service 
Workers West (SEIU- USWW).

Resistance to these tactics was immediate, broad, and 
militant. California Governor Gavin Newsom opposed 
the sending in of the National Guard and took Trump 
to court to stop this move. Citywide immigrant defense 
networks were established which warned people of ICE 
raids, provided legal support and mutual aid, and effec-
tively utilized social media, and even the mainstream 
media to let LA residents know what terror was being
carried out in their city, which is a sanctuary city. 

These networks included labor unions, worker centers, 
immigrant support organizations, faith organizations, 
and others. Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass, the Los
Angeles City Council, and the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors condemned the raids and stood up 
for the rights of immigrants. In fact, when ICE agents 
attempted to enter two Los Angeles public schools, they
were stopped by the schools’ principals and teachers.

Faced with this resistance, Trump sent 700 U.S. Ma-
rines and 4,000 National Guard troops into the city in 
a clear effort to crush this resistance. Well, you know
what? They failed! Trump was forced to remove his
storm troopers from the city, the last of them leaving
on July 31, 2025. 

“ICE and the Border

Patrol are the MAGA 

storm troopers, playing 

the same role that the 

Nazi SS did for Hitler.”

What does the experience of Los Angeles 
tell us?

● Resistance is never futile. People from nearly every LA
community – from the barrios to the suburbs – stood up to
ICE and MAGA. It was a true multi-racial resistance led by
those communities most affected by the ICE raids.
● A broad united front is the key to victory. The united front
in LA included Black, Brown, and Asian Pacific Islander
activists and leaders; a strong network of immi-grant rights
organizations; Black, Brown, and API worker centers; broad
sectors of the faith community; legal and civil rights
organizations; artists, musicians, and other cultural workers;
senior organizations; pro-Palestine orga-nizations; socialist
organizations; the Democratic gover-nor; the state’s
Democratic U.S. senators and Congres-sional representatives;
and LA’s Democratic mayor, city council, school board, and
county board of supervisors. It was this broad united front that
forced the Trump Admin-istration to withdraw its military
forces. This is an essen-tial lesson for every community where
the administration sends in the troops or threatens to do so. Of
course, ICE is still doing its dirty work in LA, so the struggle
continues. However, the city has learned that a unified and
militant resis-tance movement can effectively counter MAGA.

Photo: ICE protest in Massachusetts.
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Photo: ICE protest in Chicago.  By Paul Goyette.
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“We are not going to 
defeat these forces without 
a united front that has the 
necessary resources, a 
coherent strategy, an 
effective leadership, and a 
diverse and broad range 
of allies.

We need a united front 
that can work effectively 
at all levels of struggle:  
policy, electoral, litigation, 
mass action, peaceful civil 
disobedience, alongside 
communications, media, 
and work on the art and 
cultural front.”

BROADEN: ICE continues to terrorize communities in LA 
and throughout the U.S. And everywhere it operates, a dy-
namic resistance movement has arisen. The task of the U.S. 
left and progressive movement is to support these move-
ments, to help them connect into a coherent national force, 
and to help develop a strategy that can guide the multiple 
creative tactics that have emerged from among the masses, a 
plan whose goal is to build up a unified and militant resis-
tance, and which weakens the forces of the Neo-Confeder-
ate/MAGA forces. To accomplish this task, we will need to 
be unafraid to work with a broad and diverse array of forces, 
including many leaders of the Democratic Party, top union 
officials, leaders of mainstream nonprofits, entertainment 
figures, and others whom we might not usually consider our 
allies. This idea is anathema to some on the left who would 
rather drink turpentine than work with, say, U.S. Senator 
Chuck Schumer. I would argue that in order to defeat the 
fascist threat, we need all of the allies we can get.

Let’s keep in mind the enemy we are up against: a right-
wing social movement supported by a significant sector 
of the billionaire ruling class, a social movement that now 
controls the White House and the U.S. Congress, as well 
as having a Supreme Court majority and a significant 
number of pro-MAGA federal judges. It has massive me-
dia support from Fox News and a diverse array of social 
media platforms. It has political dominance in 28 states. 
The enemy is also fed by well-funded think tanks such as 
the ones that developed Project 2025, a large social base 
among white evangelical churches, neo-Nazi organiza-
tions, and a growing array of well-armed militias.

We will not defeat these forces without a united front that 
has the necessary resources, a coherent strategy, effective 
leadership, and a diverse and broad range of allies. We 
need a united front that can work effectively at all lev-
els of struggle: policy, electoral, litigation, mass action, 
peaceful civil disobedience, communications, media, and 
work on the art and cultural front.

As the experience of California shows, MAGA can be 
defeated if there is a strong leadership core and a broad 
front. But ICE is still conducting raids throughout Cali-
fornia, sending masked thugs into workplaces and other 
areas where immigrants gather. The fight continues, and 
even in California, we cannot achieve complete victory – 
kicking out the ICE thugs – unless the united front is even 
broader, and with a clearly defined longer-term strategy.

BUILD: While defeating the MAGA fascists must be our 
absolute number one priority, the U.S. left should work 

together on this project AND work to advance a project 
for a more democratic, equitable, just, and non-impe-
rialist U.S. society. While a return to the “status quo” 
before Trump would be a huge victory for working and 
oppressed people in the U.S. (e.g., winning the reproduc-
tive protections provided by Roe v. Wade), we should be 
working towards a much better society than that. This 
could include: 

● Passing the John Lewis Voting Rights law, which
would protect and vastly expand voting rights for work-
ing people.
● Passing comprehensive reproductive justice legislation
that completely protects the right to abortion.
● Passing the PRO Act, to facilitate unionization
throughout all U.S. industries. This would be a huge
economic and social benefit for tens of millions of U.S.
workers, most especially workers of color and women.
● Restoring the Department of Education, to reinstitute
federal oversight of public schools, reverse privatization
efforts, expand funding for K–12 and higher education,

ensure robust programs for English language learners, 
and provide student debt relief. 
● Creating strong legal rights and protections for trans
people and the LGBTQ+ community.
● Restoring the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau,
to protect working people from predatory lending, abu-
sive debt collection, discriminatory financial practices, 
and corporate fraud.
● Abolishing ICE and creating an immigration system that
facilitates the processing of asylum and refugee
applications, and creating a path to citizenship for undoc-
umented immigrants currently residing in the U.S.
● Grant immediate citizenship to all DACA recipients.
● Create a truly progressive federal tax system that makes
the top 1% pay their fair share of taxes.
● Cut the military budget by 75%, close overseas military
bases, and devote those resources to a comprehensive jobs
program to build affordable housing, schools, health
centers, and hospitals; to clean up the environment; and to
build clean energy projects as part of a just transition from
the fossil fuel economy.

Photo: Making Noise at Milwaukee ICE Office.  By Joe Brusky
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“We are not going to
defeat these forces without 
a united front that has the 
necessary resources, a 
coherent strategy, an 
effective leadership, and a 
diverse and broad range 
of allies.

We need a united front 
that can work effectively 
at all levels of struggle:  
policy, electoral, litigation, 
mass action, peaceful civil 
disobedience, alongside 
communications, media, 
and more on the art and 
cultural front.”
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allies. This idea is anathema to some on the left who would
rather drink turpentine than work with, say, U.S. Senator
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would protect and vastly expand voting rights for work-
ing people.
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that completely protects the right to abortion.
● Passing the PRO Act, to facilitate unionization
throughout all U.S. industries. This would be a huge
economic and social benefit for tens of millions of U.S.
workers, most especially workers of color and women.
● Restoring the Department of Education, to reinstitute
federal oversight of public schools, reverse privatization
efforts, expand funding for K–12 and higher education,

ensure robust programs for English language learners, 
and provide student debt relief. 
● Creating strong legal rights and protections for trans
people and the LGBTQ+ community.
● Restoring the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau,
to protect working people from predatory lending, abu-
sive debt collection, discriminatory financial practices,
and corporate fraud.
● Abolishing ICE and creating an immigration system that
facilitates the processing of asylum and refugee
applications, and creating a path to citizenship for undoc-
umented immigrants currently residing in the U.S.
● Grant immediate citizenship to all DACA recipients.
● Create a truly progressive federal tax system that makes
the top 1% pay their fair share of taxes.
● Cut the military budget by 75%, close overseas military
bases, and devote those resources to a comprehensive jobs
program to build affordable housing, schools, health
centers, and hospitals; to clean up the environment; and to
build clean energy projects as part of a just transition from
the fossil fuel economy.

Photo: Making Noise at Milwaukee ICE Office. By Joe Brusky

6



98

These are just examples of the type of democratic and 
equitable society that we can and should create. But we 
can only do this if we work together. The billionaires will 
never give up their power without – as Frederick Doug-
lass reminded us – a demand, an organized multiracial, 
worker-led movement that seeks to build a truly inclusive 
society that honors the history and contributions of the 
Indigenous peoples first of all, but also of the African 
American, Latino, and Asian Pacific Islander communi-
ties that have done so much to build the economic and 
social structures of our society. As the saying goes, “If we 
can dream it, we can make it happen.” That is the vision 
that should guide us as we work together to defend our 
immigrant sisters and brothers, to safeguard and enhance 
our democracy, and to defeat the fascist tide that would 
enslave us all.

¡Sí se puede!

Bill Gallegos is a proud child of Aztlan, of the incredible 
liberation struggle of the Chicano people, and of the 
working class struggle for a new society free from ex-
ploitation and all forms of privilege. 

A Program for Resistance
By Carl Davidson and Bill Gallegos

We must build local, state, and national opposition to 
Trump’s ethnic cleansing program. Our campaign should 
take leadership from the Chicano-Latino and other com-
munities that will be most directly impacted, but should 
aim to build a broad popular front of unions, worker 
centers, civic organizations, grassroots organizations, civil 
liberties groups, art and cultural activists, academics, and 
elected officials. Our strategy should include grassroots 
organizing, voter registration and mobilization, creative 
use of all forms of social media, and non-violent self-de-
fense plans to keep ICE out of our schools, workplaces, 
places of worship, etc.

Internationalism must be central to our strategy. We 
must support and expand the ongoing efforts to build sol-
idarity with the social movements in Mexico and encour-
age them to pressure the Mexican government to refuse to 
cooperate with any ethnic cleansing campaign initiated by 
a Trump administration. There is already precedent for a 
stance like this from Mexico’s president, who has refused 
to accept immigrants that the government of Texas is 
attempting to deport to Mexico. The Mexican government 
can also be encouraged to suggest a similar position with 
the governments in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, 
and with other “pink tide” governments in America Lati-
na, as well as with China. The growing attack on Chinese 
immigrants to the U.S. should be considered an important 
element of the militaristic efforts by the U.S. ruling elite 
to make China “enemy number one” of the United States.

Workers (of the world) unite! Ethnic cleansing is a 
workers’ issue. The labor movement can, indeed it must, 
play an active and aggressive role in the immigration 
fight. Not only do unions have large numbers of Latin@ 
members, but strengthening workers’ rights at home and 
abroad stops the global race to the bottom. In 2000, the 
AFL-CIO reversed a hundred years of anti-immigrant ac-
tivity, and since then has played a more progressive role. 
Leftists in the labor movement need to understand that 
labor’s future will largely be determined by our approach 
to white supremacy, and today that requires practical and 
political responses to the immigration crisis like those 
mentioned above.

Build Black-Brown unity. Separating families has con-
sistently been white supremacist U.S. policy, with respect to 
Native Americans (forcible removal of children to schools 
designed to “knock the Indian out of them”), 

Los Angeles 
workers demand 
freedom for 
David Huerta, 
SEIU leader and 
top union official 
in the city. Photo 
by SEIU.

African Americans (selling husband, wives, and children
separately), Asians (separating Japanese American fathers 
suspected of being community leaders from their families, 
by putting them into different internment camps during
WWII), and Latin@s as we are now witnessing in horror.

Together, the Black and Brown populations in the
U.S. represent more than 80 million people in areas of 
historic concentration in the U.S. South and the U.S. 
Southwest. A “Sunbelt Strategy” that unites our two social
movements could anchor a united front of all oppressed 
people of color and a significant minority of white working 
people. A common campaign against the mass incarceration 
of Black people and the ethnic cleansing of Latin@s could 
be a major launching point for melding these forces into the 
foundation, the beating heart, of the united front that can 
lead the working class out of capitalist barbarism.

Build unity on the Left. Left and socialist organizations 
should be finding more ways to unite against the Trump 
ethnic cleansing anti-immigrant campaign. This is at 
once a working class, women’s, and oppressed peoples’
issue. The moral outrage and the political strategy be-
hind this campaign should motivate left organizations to 
meet, to talk, to strategize, and to collaboratively support 
the growing and massive resistance movement that has 
developed around these issues. In many communities the 
Sanctuary movement unites a broad range of people in the 

name of protecting their neighbors and friends. This takes 
many forms, from campaigns to pass Sanctuary legislation to 
civil disobedience at ICE facilities to disruption of raids and 
establishment of literal sanctuary churches and homes where 
people at risk of detention or deportation can be protected. 
This could be an important first step towards building the 
broader Left unity we need to truly transform this country 
and achieve socialism.

Build – Block – Broaden: We need a united front NOW 
against the extremist Neo-Confederate Right, which is 
constructing a dangerous path to fascism. They are eliminat-
ing the right to vote for tens of millions of people of color; 
demonizing the media; putting forward falsehoods; praising 
dictators; gutting trade union rights, women’s rights, and civ-
il rights; and mobilizing an openly racist, white nationalist, 
neo-Nazi social base, all aimed towards creating an apartheid 
country. Time is of the essence. We must unite all who can 
be united in a broad united front that even includes neolib-
eral Democrats to confront this common enemy and build a 
new majority committed to justice and self-determination.

Our immediate demands

An immediate end to the policy of arresting and criminaliz-
ing asylum applicants and incarcerating their children. While 
the government should pay the cost for reuniting children 
with their families, the actual work of and resources for 
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These are just examples of the type of democratic and 
equitable society that we can and should create. But we 
can only do this if we work together. The billionaires will 
never give up their power without – as Frederick Doug-
lass reminded us – a demand, an organized multiracial, 
worker-led movement that seeks to build a truly inclusive 
society that honors the history and contributions of the 
Indigenous peoples first of all, but also of the African 
American, Latino, and Asian Pacific Islander communi-
ties that have done so much to build the economic and 
social structures of our society. As the saying goes, “If we 
can dream it, we can make it happen.” That is the vision 
that should guide us as we work together to defend our 
immigrant sisters and brothers, to safeguard and enhance 
our democracy, and to defeat the fascist tide that would 
enslave us all.

¡Sí se puede!
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working class struggle for a new society free from ex-
ploitation and all forms of privilege. 

A Program for Resistance
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Trump’s ethnic cleansing program. Our campaign should 
take leadership from the Chicano-Latino and other com-
munities that will be most directly impacted, but should 
aim to build a broad popular front of unions, worker 
centers, civic organizations, grassroots organizations, civil 
liberties groups, art and cultural activists, academics, and 
elected officials. Our strategy should include grassroots 
organizing, voter registration and mobilization, creative 
use of all forms of social media, and non-violent self-de-
fense plans to keep ICE out of our schools, workplaces, 
places of worship, etc.

Internationalism must be central to our strategy. We 
must support and expand the ongoing efforts to build sol-
idarity with the social movements in Mexico and encour-
age them to pressure the Mexican government to refuse to 
cooperate with any ethnic cleansing campaign initiated by 
a Trump administration. There is already precedent for a 
stance like this from Mexico’s president, who has refused 
to accept immigrants that the government of Texas is 
attempting to deport to Mexico. The Mexican government 
can also be encouraged to suggest a similar position with 
the governments in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, 
and with other “pink tide” governments in America Lati-
na, as well as with China. The growing attack on Chinese 
immigrants to the U.S. should be considered an important 
element of the militaristic efforts by the U.S. ruling elite 
to make China “enemy number one” of the United States.

Workers (of the world) unite! Ethnic cleansing is a 
workers’ issue. The labor movement can, indeed it must, 
play an active and aggressive role in the immigration 
fight. Not only do unions have large numbers of Latin@ 
members, but strengthening workers’ rights at home and 
abroad stops the global race to the bottom. In 2000, the 
AFL-CIO reversed a hundred years of anti-immigrant ac-
tivity, and since then has played a more progressive role. 
Leftists in the labor movement need to understand that 
labor’s future will largely be determined by our approach 
to white supremacy, and today that requires practical and 
political responses to the immigration crisis like those 
mentioned above.

Build Black-Brown unity. Separating families has con-
sistently been white supremacist U.S. policy, with respect to 
Native Americans (forcible removal of children to schools 
designed to “knock the Indian out of them”), 
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African Americans (selling husband, wives, and children
separately), Asians (separating Japanese American fathers 
suspected of being community leaders from their families, 
by putting them into different internment camps during
WWII), and Latin@s as we are now witnessing in horror.

Together, the Black and Brown populations in the
U.S. represent more than 80 million people in areas of 
historic concentration in the U.S. South and the U.S. 
Southwest. A “Sunbelt Strategy” that unites our two social
movements could anchor a united front of all oppressed 
people of color and a significant minority of white working 
people. A common campaign against the mass incarceration 
of Black people and the ethnic cleansing of Latin@s could 
be a major launching point for melding these forces into the 
foundation, the beating heart, of the united front that can 
lead the working class out of capitalist barbarism.

Build unity on the Left. Left and socialist organizations 
should be finding more ways to unite against the Trump 
ethnic cleansing anti-immigrant campaign. This is at 
once a working class, women’s, and oppressed peoples’
issue. The moral outrage and the political strategy be-
hind this campaign should motivate left organizations to 
meet, to talk, to strategize, and to collaboratively support 
the growing and massive resistance movement that has 
developed around these issues. In many communities the 
Sanctuary movement unites a broad range of people in the 

name of protecting their neighbors and friends. This takes 
many forms, from campaigns to pass Sanctuary legislation to 
civil disobedience at ICE facilities to disruption of raids and 
establishment of literal sanctuary churches and homes where 
people at risk of detention or deportation can be protected. 
This could be an important first step towards building the 
broader Left unity we need to truly transform this country 
and achieve socialism.

Build – Block – Broaden: We need a united front NOW 
against the extremist Neo-Confederate Right, which is 
constructing a dangerous path to fascism. They are eliminat-
ing the right to vote for tens of millions of people of color; 
demonizing the media; putting forward falsehoods; praising 
dictators; gutting trade union rights, women’s rights, and civ-
il rights; and mobilizing an openly racist, white nationalist, 
neo-Nazi social base, all aimed towards creating an apartheid 
country. Time is of the essence. We must unite all who can 
be united in a broad united front that even includes neolib-
eral Democrats to confront this common enemy and build a 
new majority committed to justice and self-determination.

Our immediate demands

An immediate end to the policy of arresting and criminaliz-
ing asylum applicants and incarcerating their children. While 
the government should pay the cost for reuniting children 
with their families, the actual work of and resources for 
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doing so should be done by respected immigrants’ rights 
organizations, the faith community, and community-based 
organizations.

Immediate and unconditional residency for all 
DREAMERS, and a simple path to citizenship. These 
young people were brought to the U.S. as children and 
are undocumented; they have spent most of their lives 
here, and do not remember or identify with their country 
of origin.

Grant immediate asylum to all migrants and allow 
them to stay with family members or friends in the U.S. 
and to work with complete protection of labor laws and 
rights. 

Grant legal residency to the undocumented spouses of 
“legalized” residents or U.S. citizens, a policy autho-
rized by the Biden Administration but blocked by a racist 
court decision.

Add 500 new judges who can process and approve asy-
lum claims, ending the terrible backlog that keeps mi-
grants and their families in a fearful limbo. There should 
be no further expansion of the Border Patrol, already the 
largest federal police force.

Our longer-term demands

Abolish ICE. It is the modern-day Gestapo and should 
be immediately closed down. The resources now com-
mitted to ICE and the Border Patrol should be directed 
instead to immediately processing all asylum applications, 
the reunification of separated families, and speeding up 
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decisions on hundreds of thousands of other legalization 
applications.

Just and democratic immigration policies. Immigrants 
usually leave home due to U.S. military, economic, and 
political policies; we on the Left say they should there-
fore be granted full legal, civil, and labor rights. But be-
yond the political rationale, just immigration policies are 
based on the moral sentiment engraved on the Statue of 
Liberty: to give refuge and freedom to those suffering 
from want. Our policies now do not welcome — they 
punish: they cause immigrants to die near the border,
to be deported, to face violence and death from which 
they are fleeing, to live in constant fear of deportation, 
to survive in the shadows of the society they desperate-
ly seek to join.

The U.S. must reduce and retrain the Border Patrol in 
humanitarian practice, stop migra raids in our communi-
ties, and get the U.S. military off the U.S.-Mexico border. 
We have resources, we have room, we have compassion 
based on our own immigrant histories: we demand that 
the U.S. grant immediate and unconditional residency for 
all undocumented immigrants. If there is free flow of cap-
ital across borders, there should also be free flow of labor.

Hands off Mexico. Trump and company have threatened 
a military invasion of Mexico! U.S. bilateral relations 
with Mexico must be based on respect for Mexico’s 
sovereignty, genuine mutual trade reciprocity, and an end 
to the War on Drugs which has contributed significantly 
to the rise of the narcocartels in Mexico. We must also 
oppose all U.S. efforts to politically, economically, 
or militarily pressure the new Morena government to
disrupt AMLO’s agenda for greater social and economic 
equity.

End the embargo on Cuba and the economic sanctions 
on Venezuela and Nicaragua. Most current migrants are 
from those three countries due to the severe situation 
imposed on them by U.S. policies.

For the love of peace and human dignity

The ultimate goal of Trump and his Neo-Confederate 
supporters is to institutionalize an apartheid system in the 
United States. We already have a highly racially oppres-
sive and unequal society. But we do not have apartheid, 
a racially based system where a white minority exercises 
political, economic, and cultural dominance over a non-
white majority population. We will inevitably become a 

PHOTO: United Auto Workers members joined a 
march for Gaza. By Diane Greene Lent.

majority people of color nation, and that’s when apartheid 
could be fully institutionalized.

The white supremacists in power are preparing for that day. 
Maintaining supremacy will require a massive repressive 
apparatus and that is being put in place; the agenda of the 
Right is to defund social programs while increasing ex-
penditures on policing and the military. It also requires the 
dismantling of democratic processes. The attacks on voting 
and other civil rights specifically targeting people of color 
are laying down more prerequisites to apartheid.

The dehumanization and demonization of people of color 
is another important ingredient, and hatred and fear are 
powerful weapons in the arsenal of the racist Right. The 
carrot element of the carrot-and-stick strategy to paci-
fy people of color has been abandoned, as is painfully 
evident with the Trump/Right ethnic cleansing campaign. 
The radical Right is ascendant, and now we are getting 
the stick: they mean us serious harm.

“The goal of Trump and 
his Neo-Confederate 
supporters is an apartheid 
system in the U.S.”
But as people of color become a majority, we are going to 
be a very angry majority. A majority situated strategically 
economically and politically. A majority with immense po-
tential networks in the global South. A majority with vast 
experience of struggle in virtually all arenas. And a majori-
ty that has support from tens of millions of white workers.

Unless the ruling class completely abandons all pretense of 
democratic governance, for example outlawing elections, 
the electoral arena will become an even more highly con-
tested arena of struggle. Our populations are younger than 
the white population, and increasingly large sections of 
our population can vote. We are situated in crucial areas of 
the South and Southwest, as well as other areas. The Asian 
Pacific Islander populations are the fastest growing of all, 
with significant concentrations in the Southwest and South. 

We are undoubtedly a threat. The choice between barba-
rism and socialism is clearer than ever, as barbarism is the 
order of the day particularly for Blacks and Browns. For 
all who love peace and believe in human dignity, the time 
is now.

Bill Gallegos is a member of Liberation Road and a vet-
eran activist in the Chican@ Liberation Struggle and the 
Environmental Justice Movement.

Carl Davidson is the editor of LeftLinks Weekly and found-
er of the Online University of the Left. 

,Mexico 
SOUDARITY PROJECT 



1110

doing so should be done by respected immigrants’ rights 
organizations, the faith community, and community-based 
organizations.

Immediate and unconditional residency for all 
DREAMERS, and a simple path to citizenship. These 
young people were brought to the U.S. as children and 
are undocumented; they have spent most of their lives 
here, and do not remember or identify with their country 
of origin.

Grant immediate asylum to all migrants and allow 
them to stay with family members or friends in the U.S. 
and to work with complete protection of labor laws and 
rights. 

Grant legal residency to the undocumented spouses of 
“legalized” residents or U.S. citizens, a policy autho-
rized by the Biden Administration but blocked by a racist 
court decision.

Add 500 new judges who can process and approve asy-
lum claims, ending the terrible backlog that keeps mi-
grants and their families in a fearful limbo. There should 
be no further expansion of the Border Patrol, already the 
largest federal police force.

Our longer-term demands

Abolish ICE. It is the modern-day Gestapo and should 
be immediately closed down. The resources now com-
mitted to ICE and the Border Patrol should be directed 
instead to immediately processing all asylum applications, 
the reunification of separated families, and speeding up 
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decisions on hundreds of thousands of other legalization 
applications.

Just and democratic immigration policies. Immigrants 
usually leave home due to U.S. military, economic, and 
political policies; we on the Left say they should there-
fore be granted full legal, civil, and labor rights. But be-
yond the political rationale, just immigration policies are 
based on the moral sentiment engraved on the Statue of 
Liberty: to give refuge and freedom to those suffering 
from want. Our policies now do not welcome — they 
punish: they cause immigrants to die near the border,
to be deported, to face violence and death from which 
they are fleeing, to live in constant fear of deportation, 
to survive in the shadows of the society they desperate-
ly seek to join.

The U.S. must reduce and retrain the Border Patrol in 
humanitarian practice, stop migra raids in our communi-
ties, and get the U.S. military off the U.S.-Mexico border. 
We have resources, we have room, we have compassion 
based on our own immigrant histories: we demand that 
the U.S. grant immediate and unconditional residency for 
all undocumented immigrants. If there is free flow of cap-
ital across borders, there should also be free flow of labor.

Hands off Mexico. Trump and company have threatened 
a military invasion of Mexico! U.S. bilateral relations 
with Mexico must be based on respect for Mexico’s 
sovereignty, genuine mutual trade reciprocity, and an end 
to the War on Drugs which has contributed significantly 
to the rise of the narcocartels in Mexico. We must also 
oppose all U.S. efforts to politically, economically, 
or militarily pressure the new Morena government to
disrupt AMLO’s agenda for greater social and economic 
equity.

End the embargo on Cuba and the economic sanctions 
on Venezuela and Nicaragua. Most current migrants are 
from those three countries due to the severe situation 
imposed on them by U.S. policies.

For the love of peace and human dignity

The ultimate goal of Trump and his Neo-Confederate 
supporters is to institutionalize an apartheid system in the 
United States. We already have a highly racially oppres-
sive and unequal society. But we do not have apartheid, 
a racially based system where a white minority exercises 
political, economic, and cultural dominance over a non-
white majority population. We will inevitably become a 
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majority people of color nation, and that’s when apartheid 
could be fully institutionalized.

The white supremacists in power are preparing for that day. 
Maintaining supremacy will require a massive repressive 
apparatus and that is being put in place; the agenda of the 
Right is to defund social programs while increasing ex-
penditures on policing and the military. It also requires the 
dismantling of democratic processes. The attacks on voting 
and other civil rights specifically targeting people of color 
are laying down more prerequisites to apartheid.

The dehumanization and demonization of people of color 
is another important ingredient, and hatred and fear are 
powerful weapons in the arsenal of the racist Right. The 
carrot element of the carrot-and-stick strategy to paci-
fy people of color has been abandoned, as is painfully 
evident with the Trump/Right ethnic cleansing campaign. 
The radical Right is ascendant, and now we are getting 
the stick: they mean us serious harm.

“The goal of Trump and 
his Neo-Confederate 
supporters is an apartheid 
system in the U.S.”
But as people of color become a majority, we are going to 
be a very angry majority. A majority situated strategically 
economically and politically. A majority with immense po-
tential networks in the global South. A majority with vast 
experience of struggle in virtually all arenas. And a majori-
ty that has support from tens of millions of white workers.

Unless the ruling class completely abandons all pretense of 
democratic governance, for example outlawing elections, 
the electoral arena will become an even more highly con-
tested arena of struggle. Our populations are younger than 
the white population, and increasingly large sections of 
our population can vote. We are situated in crucial areas of 
the South and Southwest, as well as other areas. The Asian 
Pacific Islander populations are the fastest growing of all, 
with significant concentrations in the Southwest and South. 

We are undoubtedly a threat. The choice between barba-
rism and socialism is clearer than ever, as barbarism is the 
order of the day particularly for Blacks and Browns. For 
all who love peace and believe in human dignity, the time 
is now.
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If you need an abortion

If you don’t want an 
abortion
I am with you

     If you are
Gay
Lesbian
Bi
Trans
A survivor
Of life threatening 
Brutality
Wanting 
Equity and equality
I am with you

     If you want
A livable wage 
Health care
A house and a home 
Want to retire 
Without the fear
Of neglect and poverty 
I am with you

     If you want 
Breathable air
Clean water
Pure soil
Healthy environment 
I am with you

     If you want 

Justice

Peace 

Equality

Equity

 I AM WITH YOU

     I have this
Sudden
Urgent need
To say
I am with you

     If you are born here
Not born here
If you are a migrant
An immigrant
I am with you

     If you want
The ease of mind
That your loved ones 
Won’t be hauled away
Kidnapped by masked strangers 
And disappeared 
I am with you

     If you are 
Survivors of the
Systematic and systemic 
Brutal system 
Of violence
Oppression
And white supremacy
I am with you

     If you are white
And despise
White supremacy
I am with you

     If you are a woman 

Who wants

Justice and self-determination 

Gender equity and equality 

Rights and freedom

Fairness 

Democracy

End to oppression

End to genocide

I am with you

     —Joe Navarro  




